
     
  

 
    

Prompt:  
The final paper examines the connection between slavery and the coming of the Civil War. Write an 
analytical essay that carefully addresses the following question:  

What were the ideological and economic roles of slavery in secession? The very best projects will offer a 
nuanced analysis of the evidence below and use specific examples to demonstrate the essay’s 
contentions.  

Instructions:  
Carefully analyze the attached images, statistics, and documents with the following questions in mind: 

• How important was slave property to the economy?
• What was the correlation between the timing of a state’s secession from the Union and the

percentage of the overall population that was enslaved?
• What values animated CSA Vice President Alexander Stephens’ “Cornerstone Speech?” How

does he define freedom in the Confederate States of America?
• What is the relationship between slavery and freedom in his view?
• What arguments do the Secession Commissioners put forward to urge fellow southerners to

leave the Union?
• How does the Texas “Declaration of Causes” explain the state’s history and the reasons for

secession? What were the most important factors that caused Texas to leave the union?
While you should draw on the other course materials, you do not need to draw on any research beyond 
the provided course materials.  

Format: 
Your essay should bear your name and the due date and, if you so desire, a title. It cannot exceed two 
single-spaced pages in 12-point font with 1-inch margins all around. Remember to properly cite anything 
taken from the attached documents or any other author’s work. Assignments that do not follow these 
straightforward instructions will be docked a letter grade. Make a clear argument and use concrete 
examples to demonstrate your contentions. The very best papers offer meaningful analysis and a 
compelling narrative. For a guide to writing and correctly formatting a history essay, consult this helpful 
“Tips for History Papers” website: 

https://www.bc.edu/bc-web/schools/mcas/departments/history/resources/tips-for-writing-
papers.html. 

Citations:  
The MLA, APA, and Turabian/Chicago formats are all acceptable. You can use simplified in-text citations 
if you are going to use MLA or APA style since we are only drawing on course materials like this (Arnold, 
25) (Romero, Podcast), or (Adichie, Ted Talk). If you use footnotes following Turabian/Chicago style, you
can follow the same logic: 1. Arnold, 25, 1. Romero, Podcast, or 1. Adichie, Ted Talk.

The UH Library Citation Guide is a handy 
resource: https://guides.lib.uh.edu/c.php?g=432724&p=2953699 
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Start early, work hard, and feel free to contact us with questions. 
 
Turnitin.com Rubric:  
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A. SECESSION MAP AND WEALTH IN SLAVES

1. US Wealth in 1860

1. Slave Population $3,000,000,000 

2. Capital Manufacturing $1,050,000,000 

3. Capital Railroads $1,166,422,729 

4. Capital invested in Banks $421,890,095  

5. Currency in Circulation $442,102,000  

6. Livestock $1,107,490,216 

7. Expenditures of Federal Government $63,131,000  

8. U.S. Cotton Crop $250,291,000  

2. Order of Secession and Percentage of Population Enslaved

FIRST WAVE (December 1860-February 1861)

South Carolina 57 % Georgia 44 % 

Mississippi 55 %  Louisiana 47 % 

Florida 44 % 

Alabama 45 %  

Texas 30 %  

SECOND WAVE (April-June 1861) 

Virginia 31 % North Carolina 33 % Arkansas 26 % 

Tennessee 25 % 

BORDER SLAVE STATES (Did not secede) 

Delaware 2 %  Maryland 13 %  D.C. 4 % Missouri 10 % Kentucky 19 % 
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B. DOCUMENTS:

1. Excerpts from the Speeches, Letters, and Articles of the Secession Commissioners During 1860-61 The

Secession Commissioners were sent from states in the deep South to other slave states after Lincoln’s election

to make the case for leaving the Union. Their letters, newspaper articles, and speeches are an excellent

example of the kinds of arguments and values that supported secession on the eve of the Civil War.

“My affection for [the Union] ceased the very moment when the myrmidons of Black Republicanism elevated to 

the chief magistracy of our country a miserable sectional, whining, canting negro-philist....” -John Sanford 

“Sink or swim, live or die, survive or perish, the part of Mississippi is chosen, she will never submit to the 

principles and policy of this Black Republican Administration.”  -William L. Harris 

“The Federal Government has failed to protect the rights and property of the citizens of the South, and is about 

to pass into the hands of a party pledged for the destruction, not only of their rights and their property, but the 

equality of the States ordained by the Constitution, and the heaven-ordained superiority of the white over the 

black race. What remains, then, for the Southern States, and the people of these States, if they are loyal to the 

great principles of civil and religious liberty, sanctified by the sufferings of a seven-year's war, and baptized 

with the blood of the Revolution? Can they permit the rights of their citizens to be denied and spurned? Their 

property spirited away, their own sovereignty violated, and themselves degraded to the position of mere 

dependencies, instead of sovereign States? or shall each for itself, judging of the infractions of the Constitutional 

Compact, as well as the mode and measure of redress, declare that the covenants of that sacred instrument, in 

their behalf, and for the benefit of their citizens, have been wilfully, deliberately, continuously and persistently 

broken and violated by the other.” -Stephen Fowler Hale 

“Louisiana looks to the formation of a Southern confederacy to preserve the blessings of African slavery….  The 

people of Louisiana would consider it a most fatal blow to African slavery if Texas either did not secede or 

having seceded should not join her destinies to theirs in a Southern Confederacy.”  -George Williamson 

2. Confederate States of America Vice President Alexander Stephens’ “Cornerstone Speech,” March

21, 1861

“Our new Government is founded upon exactly the opposite ideas [to those supporting racial equality]; its

foundations are laid, its cornerstone rests, upon the great truth that the negro is not equal to the white man; that

slavery, subordination to the superior race, is his natural and moral condition.  This, our new Government, is the

first, in the history of the world, based upon this great physical, philosophical, and moral truth. This truth has

been slow in the process of its development, like all other truths in the various departments of science. It is so

even amongst us. Many who hear me, perhaps, can recollect well that this truth was not generally admitted, even

within their day. The errors of the past generation still clung to many as late as twenty years ago. Those at the

North who still cling to these errors with a zeal above knowledge, we justly denominate fanatics. All fanaticism

springs from an aberration of the mind; from a defect in reasoning. It is a species of insanity. One of the most

striking characteristics of insanity, in many instances, is, forming correct conclusions from fancied or erroneous

premises; so with the anti-slavery fanatics: their conclusions are right if their premises are. They assume that the

negro is equal, and hence conclude that he is entitled to equal privileges and rights, with the white man.... I 

recollect once of having heard a gentleman from one of the Northern States, of great power and ability, 

announce in the House of Representatives, with imposing effect, that we of the South would be compelled, 

ultimately, to yield upon this subject of slavery; that it was as impossible to war successfully against a principle 

in politics, as it was in physics or mechanics. That the principle would ultimately prevail. That we, in 

maintaining slavery as it exists with us, were warring against a principle-a principle founded in nature, the 

principle of the equality of man. The reply I made to him was, that upon his own grounds we should succeed, 

and that he and his associates in their crusade against our institutions would ultimately fail. The truth 

announced, that it was as impossible to war successfully against a principle in politics as well as in physics and 

mechanics, I admitted, but told him it was he and those acting with him who were warring against a principle. 

They were attempting to make things equal which the Creator had made unequal.”  
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3. DECLARATION OF CAUSES: February 2, 1861 A declaration of the causes which impel the State of

Texas to secede from the Federal Union.   https://www.tsl.texas.gov/ref/abouttx/secession/2feb1861.html  

The government of the United States, by certain joint resolutions, bearing date the 1st day of March, in the year 

A.D. 1845, proposed to the Republic of Texas, then a free, sovereign and independent nation, the annexation of

the latter to the former as one of the co-equal States thereof,

The people of Texas, by deputies in convention assembled, on the fourth day of July of the same year, assented 

to and accepted said proposals and formed a constitution for the proposed State, upon which on the 29th day of 

December in the same year, said State was formally admitted into the Confederated Union.  

Texas abandoned her separate national existence and consented to become one of the Confederated States to 

promote her welfare, insure domestic tranquility [sic] and secure more substantially the blessings of peace and 

liberty to her people. She was received into the confederacy with her own constitution, under the guarantee of 

the federal constitution and the compact of annexation, that she should enjoy these blessings. She was received 

as a commonwealth holding, maintaining and protecting the institution known as negro slavery--the servitude of 

the African to the white race within her limits--a relation that had existed from the first settlement of her 

wilderness by the white race, and which her people intended should exist in all future time. Her institutions and 

geographical position established the strongest ties between her and other slave-holding States of the 

confederacy. Those ties have been strengthened by association. But what has been the course of the government 

of the United States, and of the people and authorities of the non-slave-holding States, since our connection with 

them?  

The controlling majority of the Federal Government, under various pretences and disguises, has so administered 

the same as to exclude the citizens of the Southern States, unless under odious and unconstitutional restrictions, 

from all the immense territory owned in common by all the States on the Pacific Ocean, for the avowed purpose 

of acquiring sufficient power in the common government to use it as a means of destroying the institutions of 

Texas and her sister slave-holding States.  

By the disloyalty of the Northern States and their citizens and the imbecility of the Federal Government, 

infamous combinations of incendiaries and outlaws have been permitted in those States and the common 

territory of Kansas to trample upon the federal laws, to war upon the lives and property of Southern citizens in 

that territory, and finally, by violence and mob law, to usurp the possession of the same as exclusively the 

property of the Northern States.  

The Federal Government, while but partially under the control of these our unnatural and sectional enemies, has 

for years almost entirely failed to protect the lives and property of the people of Texas against the Indian 

savages on our border, and more recently against the murderous forays of banditti from the neighboring territory 

of Mexico; and when our State government has expended large amounts for such purpose, the Federal 

Government has refused reimbursement therefor, thus rendering our condition more insecure and harrassing 

than it was during the existence of the Republic of Texas.  

These and other wrongs we have patiently borne in the vain hope that a returning sense of justice and humanity 

would induce a different course of administration.  

When we advert to the course of individual non-slave-holding States, and that [of] a majority of their citizens, 

our grievances assume far greater magnitude.  

The States of Maine, Vermont, New Hampshire, Connecticut, Rhode Island, Massachusetts, New York, 

Pennsylvania, Ohio, Wisconsin, Michigan and Iowa, by solemn legislative enactments, have deliberately, 

directly or indirectly violated the 3rd clause of the 2nd section of the 4th article of the federal constitution, and 

laws passed in pursuance thereof; thereby annulling a material provision of the compact, designed by its framers 

to perpetuate amity between the members of the confederacy and to secure the rights of the slave-holdings 
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States in their domestic institutions--a provision founded in justice and wisdom, and without the enforcement of 

which the compact fails to accomplish the object of its creation. Some of those States have imposed high fines 

and degrading penalties upon any of their citizens or officers who may carry out in good faith that provision of 

the compact, or the federal laws enacted in accordance therewith.  

In all the non-slave-holding States, in violation of that good faith and comity which should exist between 

entirely distinct nations, the people have formed themselves into a great sectional party, now strong enough in 

numbers to control the affairs of each of those States, based upon the unnatural feeling of hostility to these 

Southern States and their beneficent and patriarchal system of African slavery, proclaiming the debasing 

doctrine of the equality of all men, irrespective of race or color--a doctrine at war with nature, in opposition to 

the experience of mankind, and in violation of the plainest revelations of the Divine Law. They demand the 

abolition of negro slavery throughout the confederacy, the recognition of political equality between the white 

and the negro races, and avow their determination to press on their crusade against us, so long as a negro slave 

remains in these States.  

For years past this abolition organization has been actively sowing the seeds of discord through the Union, and 

has rendered the federal congress the arena for spreading firebrands and hatred between the slave-holding and 

non-slave-holding States.  

By consolidating their strength, they have placed the slave-holding States in a hopeless minority in the federal 

congress, and rendered representation of no avail in protecting Southern rights against their exactions and 

encroachments.  

They have proclaimed, and at the ballot box sustained, the revolutionary doctrine that there is a "higher law" 

than the constitution and laws of our Federal Union, and virtually that they will disregard their oaths and trample 

upon our rights.  

They have for years past encouraged and sustained lawless organizations to steal our slaves and prevent their 

recapture, and have repeatedly murdered Southern citizens while lawfully seeking their rendition.  

They have invaded Southern soil and murdered unoffending citizens, and through the press their leading men 

and a fanatical pulpit have bestowed praise upon the actors and assassins in these crimes, while the governors of 

several of their States have refused to deliver parties implicated and indicted for participation in such offences, 

upon the legal demands of the States aggrieved.  

They have, through the mails and hired emissaries, sent seditious pamphlets and papers among us to stir up 

servile insurrection and bring blood and carnage to our firesides.  

They have sent hired emissaries among us to burn our towns and distribute arms and poison to our slaves for the 

same purpose.  

They have impoverished the slave-holding States by unequal and partial legislation, thereby enriching 

themselves by draining our substance.  

They have refused to vote appropriations for protecting Texas against ruthless savages, for the sole reason that 

she is a slave-holding State.  

And, finally, by the combined sectional vote of the seventeen non-slave-holding States, they have elected as 

president and vice-president of the whole confederacy two men whose chief claims to such high positions are 

their approval of these long continued wrongs, and their pledges to continue them to the final consummation of 

these schemes for the ruin of the slave-holding States.  

In view of these and many other facts, it is meet that our own views should be distinctly proclaimed. 
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We hold as undeniable truths that the governments of the various States, and of the confederacy itself, were 

established exclusively by the white race, for themselves and their posterity; that the African race had no agency 

in their establishment; that they were rightfully held and regarded as an inferior and dependent race, and in that 

condition only could their existence in this country be rendered beneficial or tolerable.  

That in this free government all white men are and of right ought to be entitled to equal civil and political rights; 

that the servitude of the African race, as existing in these States, is mutually beneficial to both bond and free, 

and is abundantly authorized and justified by the experience of mankind, and the revealed will of the Almighty 

Creator, as recognized by all Christian nations; while the destruction of the existing relations between the two 

races, as advocated by our sectional enemies, would bring inevitable calamities upon both and desolation upon 

the fifteen slave-holding States.  

By the secession of six of the slave-holding States, and the certainty that others will speedily do likewise, Texas 

has no alternative but to remain in an isolated connection with the North, or unite her destinies with the South.  

For these and other reasons, solemnly asserting that the federal constitution has been violated and virtually 

abrogated by the several States named, seeing that the federal government is now passing under the control of 

our enemies to be diverted from the exalted objects of its creation to those of oppression and wrong, and 

realizing that our own State can no longer look for protection, but to God and her own sons--We the delegates of 

the people of Texas, in Convention assembled, have passed an ordinance dissolving all political connection with 

the government of the United States of America and the people thereof and confidently appeal to the intelligence 

and patriotism of the freemen of Texas to ratify the same at the ballot box, on the 23rd day of the present month.  

Adopted in Convention on the 2nd day of Feby, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and sixtyone 

and of the independence of Texas the twenty-fifth.  

https://www.tsl.texas.gov/ref/abouttx/secession/2feb1861.html 
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